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Dear Paul %
The increasing scientific cadeavors in Lhe various flelds
of oceanoglaphy sponsored by U, S, Governmental and non-
Governmental agencies could, when conducted in sensitive

~ ocean arecas, glve rise to inrernational incideats and/or
“conflict with vecomnaissance operations in the same areas

which comz2 UndLl the CO“HlZuHCG of the 303 Committee.
: E

As an example, the current WtDiﬂObldPth opelatjons bc1ng
carried out by the Rescarch Vessel ITUNT in the Sca of

Japan, while being Cnnd\m“wwl At a reasonably safo disthnce

.‘

f1om NorLI" I\U}.‘LI conceivatly could Comlﬂicltp the PUFBLO
SLtuJLlon. Tho R/V HUNT Jees notb come undc the direct
supervision of cither the Joint Reconnaissance Center (JRC)

or the Chicf of Maval Cp.-ations,

Another cxampTP is the rcao~tly concluded Bering Strait
oneﬂnooraphic cperation conducted by the U, S. Coast
Guard's JORTHWIND, 5ltheugh HNORTHWIND's veyasze similarly
‘was con”wcted outside of Soviet tevritorial HJLGLS an

+

Sunfortunate intrusion ot this time would h: e be must

unrlmely :

i

In view of LlC potercial risks of an fncidert, ¢ would
coosame prior

mee

) seom advise=

'ion:: in conju ciien with planned

ar

ens concervaed, as the (wo may

scrutiny as 1s now given to military vecon

1nferact
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Paul Nitze
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A cmv;;uiont way of ‘CQC“Q]lSth“ such.a revicir would be
projected oc

; to incluad cancgraphic and Ceast Cuard
: opmiatLO' in the monthly schedule prepared by the Joint
T Reconnaiszsance Cnntera Waile soue of the operations in

ek questic xnn1u11n0 those of tho Cowcst Cuard, are not
S under h iediction of DOD, we would hopo thot the

L ' autno. Uies coo. \,'ILJ. weuld be willing Lo ful](m/ this
S procedure and would dn focl sce odviatage in baving an
e ‘ informed asscs e L of the risks fnvolved in a perJLULdL
e operatios, To preclude misunderstanding as to the purely
: _ sciontifllic natuce of these operations, the format for

E teeir inclusion in the JRC schedile could be carvefully

i ' devised to wmiintain o clea 1 diStiR,Llon betwecn SClCQLlflC
. and reconnaissance activities
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\

- If you sce uerit in this suggest tion, T suggest that the
: appropriale officers in our two ¢ cpartments be instructed

to develop a moie precise proposal

¢

-

Sincerely,

Ch JLlCS E. Behlen
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